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Investing in Our Communities
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...at the heart of the community
At the heart of American Bank are our employees and our community.  American Bank values our neighborhood partners and believes corporate philanthropy is a key component of a healthy and viable community.  

American Bank has a history and long-standing tradition of supporting and making a difference in the communities we serve.  We demonstrate this through:    
· Seeking opportunities to enhance the social and economic well being of our community.

· Providing financial support to the community through charitable giving.

· Supporting and encouraging individual volunteerism and community service.

· Contributing personal time and leadership to community initiatives that align with our vision and values.

· Developing and delivering products and services that meet the needs of our respective communities.

· Raising community awareness of our activities.

Areas of Focus

American Bank strives to be a responsible corporate citizen by investing our resources, both human and financial, to enrich the quality of life in the communities we serve.

Revitalizing Local Communities 

Particular emphasis and support will be placed on organizations, projects and programs that:

· create and retain wealth in low to moderate income neighborhoods, 

· support economic development and small business growth, 

· promote home ownership and home improvement opportunities in low to moderate income neighborhoods,

· reinforce the economic viability of city neighborhoods and the overall community, and

· strengthen and increase safe, affordable, permanent housing opportunities.

Advancing Financial Literacy 
Particular emphasis and support will be placed on organizations, projects and programs that: 

· remove obstacles to credit,

· facilitate job creation, retention and advancement,

· remove language barriers,

· create social and economic opportunities for low and moderate income individuals by developing and strengthening the skills necessary for individuals to succeed.
Promoting Arts & Cultural Programs
Particular emphasis and support will be placed on organizations, projects and programs that: 

· are inclusive and represent diverse perspectives, 

· exhibit a strong position as institutional neighbors, 

· exhibit leadership among their peers in developing public / private arts partnerships, and 

· expose employees to the diversity of cultural arts in the community.

Programs 

While American Bank focuses on investment allocation to organizations, projects and programs that develop our communities, our employees care deeply about many causes that are not included in these categories.  An annual Workplace Giving Campaign and a Volunteer Program are utilized to encourage employees to contribute time, talent and resources to the communities we serve.  
Through these programs, American Bank encourages all employees to make charitable giving and volunteerism part of their everyday life.  Through these programs, American Bank provides matching funds for workplace giving, provides opportunities for our employees to volunteer during business and non-business hours, recognizes outstanding volunteer service, and provides an opportunity for making a grant to an organization where an employee volunteers a significant number of hours.

Many of our employees serve as board members, committee members, or in leadership positions for various non-profit organizations, local civic organizations, and business associations.  They volunteer time as individuals and in group settings with many organizations, such as schools, human services organizations, social justice organizations, religious affiliated organizations and a variety of other non-profit organizations.

Make a Request 
Please contact one of our local Branch Managers or a Relationship Manager to discuss your request.

Grant applications may be submitted at any time during the year with no specific deadlines, but no later than one month prior to the event.  Requests are considered on a monthly basis.  

The grant application form is attached.  
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Grant Application

	REQUEST INFORMATION

	Date of Request:      
	Date Funds Required:      
	Request Amount:$     

	Is your organization an American Bank client?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	If so, banker‘s name:      

	Do any American Bank directors, officers or employees serve as directors or committee members of your organization?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	If so, please list the names of the individuals and their role within your organization: 

	  Name:       
	Role:       

	  Name:       
	Role:       

	  Name:       
	Role:       

	ORGANIZATION INFORMATION

	Organization:      
	Tax ID #:       

	Address:       
	City:       
	State:       
	Zip:       

	Contact Name:       
	Title:       
	
	
	
	

	Telephone:                                 
	Fax:                               
	Website:       
	Email:       
	

	Summary of organization history, including the date the organization was established:       

	Summary of organization’s mission and goals:      

	What geographical area does your organization serve?       

	Are any of your services delivered in low or moderate income areas?  Please specify:       

	

	

	

	What population does your organization serve?  (check all that apply):   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small Business   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individuals   FORMCHECKBOX 
 African American   

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 American Indian   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Asian Pacific   FORMCHECKBOX 
 General   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hispanic/Latino   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multi-Cultural   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Aging   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disabled   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low/Moderate Income  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Women   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Children/Youth   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:       

	PROJECT INFORMATION

	Funds are being requested for: (check one):   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Start-Up Costs   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Capital   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Project/Program Support

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technical Assistance   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:        

	Description of the program, project or event for which funds are requested:       

	How will this program/project impact the community:      

	

	What are the long-term funding strategies (if applicable) for sustaining this effort:       

	How does your request fit within American Bank’s Community Investment Program?       

	How will American Bank be recognized for this contribution?        

	BUDGET INFORMATION 



	This format is optional and can serve as a guide to budgeting.  If you already prepare an organization budget that contains this 

information, please feel free to submit it in its original form.



	ORGANIZATION BUDGET

	INCOME
	EXPENSES

	Government grants                                                                                          
	$      
	Salaries and Wages
	$      

	Foundations                                                                                                    
	$      
	Insurance, benefits and related taxes
	$      

	Corporations
	$      
	Consultants and professional fees
	$      

	United Way or other federated campaigns
	$      
	Travel
	$      

	Individual contributions                                    
	$      
	Equipment and supplies
	$      

	Fundraising events and products
	$      
	Printing, telephone, fax
	$      

	Membership income
	$      
	Postage and delivery
	$      

	In-kind support
	$      
	Rent and utilities
	$      

	Investment income
	$      
	In-kind expenses
	$      

	Government contracts
	$      
	Depreciation
	$      

	Earned income
	$      
	Other (specify)      
	$      

	Other (specify)      
	$      
	
	

	Total Income
	$      
	Total Expenses
	$      

	

	PROJECT BUDGET

	INCOME
	EXPENSES

	Government grants
	$      
	Salaries and wages
	$      

	Foundations
	$      
	Insurance, benefits and taxes
	$      

	Corporations
	$      
	Consultants and professional fees
	$      

	United Way or other federated campaigns
	$      
	Travel
	$      

	Individual contributions
	$      
	Equipment and supplies
	$      

	Fundraising events and products
	$      
	Printing, telephone, fax
	$      

	Membership income
	$      
	Postage and delivery
	$      

	In-kind supports
	$      
	Rent and utilities
	$      

	Investment income
	$      
	In-kind expenses
	$      

	Government contracts
	$      
	Depreciation
	$      

	Earned income
	$      
	Other (specify)
	$      

	Other (specify)
	$      
	
	

	Total Income
	$      
	Total Expenses
	$      

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	EVALUATION 

	What do you want to happen as a result of this program/project?  (include immediate and long-term effects):      

	How will you measure program/project impact?       

	Who will be involved in evaluating these changes?       

	ATTACHMENTS

	Please include the following attachments with this completed application: 

	· 501(c)(3) determination letter

	· Board members and affiliations

	· Most recent audited financial statement

	· Ten largest single sources and respective amounts of overall organization revenue

	· Other sources approached for support, amounts requested, and status of request


______________________________________________________
_____________________________

Signature
Date

______________________________________________________

Print name and title 
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